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to fiscal discipline. In the past six 
years, we have worked together as a 
Nation, facing the responsibility to 
correct the mistaken deficit-driven 
policies of the past. Balancing the 
budget has allowed our economy to 
prosper and has freed our children from 
a future in which mounting deficits 
threatened to limit options and sap the 
country’s resources. 

In the course of the next century, we 
will face new challenges for which we 
are now fully prepared. As the result of 
our fiscal policy, and the resources it 
has produced, we will enter this next 
century from a position of strength, 
confident that we have both the pur-
pose and ability to meet the tasks 
ahead. If we keep our course, and main-
tain the important balance between fis-
cal discipline and investing wisely in 
priorities, our position of strength 
promises to last for many generations 
to come. 

The great and immediate challenge 
before us is to save Social Security. It 
is time to move forward now. 

We have already started the hard 
work of seeking to build consensus for 
Social Security’s problems. Let us fin-
ish the job before the year ends. Let us 
enter the 21st Century knowing that 
the American people have met one 
more great challenge—that we have 
fulfilled the obligations we owe to each 
other as Americans. 

If we can do this—and surely we 
can—then we will be able to look ahead 
with confidence, knowing that our 
strength, our resources, and our na-
tional purpose will help make the year 
2000 the first in what promises to be 
the next American Century. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 1, 1999. 
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REPORT CONCERNING EMIGRATION 
LAWS AND POLICIES OF ALBA-
NIA—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 106–16) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
BIGGERT) laid before the House the fol-
lowing message from the President of 
the United States; which was read and, 
together with the accompanying pa-
pers, without objection, referred to the 
Committee on Ways and Means and or-
dered to be printed. 

To the Congress of the United States: 
I am submitting an updated report to 

the Congress concerning the emigra-
tion laws and policies of Albania. The 
report indicates continued Albanian 
compliance with U.S. and international 
standards in the area of emigration. In 
fact, Albania has imposed no emigra-
tion restrictions, including exit visa re-
quirements, on its population since 
1991. 

On December 5, 1997, I determined 
and reported to the Congress that Al-

bania is not in violation of paragraphs 
(1), (2), or (3) of subsection 402(a) of the 
Trade Act of 1974, or paragraph (1), (2), 
or (3) of subsection 409(a) that act. 
That action allowed for the continu-
ation of normal trade relations status 
for Albania and certain other activities 
without the requirement of an annual 
waiver. This semiannual report is sub-
mitted as required by law pursuant to 
the determination of December 5, 1997. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 2, 1999. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

PROGRESS OF LIVABLE 
COMMUNITIES MOVEMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, 
we begin the new session on a note of 
optimism that has been sounded by Re-
publican leaders, by our Democratic 
leader, the gentleman from Missouri 
(Mr. GEPHARDT), and by the President 
of the United States in his recent ap-
pearance in this Chamber. This is im-
portant, because we have been con-
sumed by the dark cloud hanging over 
this Capitol. 

Over this past year, a few bright 
spots have indeed emerged. I am espe-
cially pleased with the progress and 
the attention given to the Livable 
Communities movement. 

Recently highlighted by the adminis-
tration in the President’s State of the 
Union speech, elements were previewed 
a week earlier by the Vice President, 
who is a major architect of this work. 
The Vice President’s address last Sep-
tember at the Brooking Institute was 
one of the best statements I have heard 
on the importance of Livable Commu-
nities and how to encourage them. 

While I am pleased with their leader-
ship, I want to caution that this is not 
just a partisan initiative of the Demo-
cratic administration. As an appointee 
over 25 years ago of Oregon’s legendary 
Republican Governor Tom McCall to 
his Livable Oregon Committee, I know 
full well that making our communities 
livable does not have to be a partisan 
effort. Indeed, it should not be. 

Oregon’s achievements in land use, 
transportation and environmental pro-
tection have made it a beacon for the 
Livable Communities movement. Our 
efforts were marked by a spirit of bi-
partisan cooperation. Nationally, we 
have seen an example of Republican in-
terest when Governor Christy Todd 
Whitman made ‘‘Livable New Jersey’’ 
the theme of her second and final inau-
gural address. 

The most important strength of the 
Livable Communities movement is 
that it transcends even bipartisan poli-
tics. Over 200 local and state ballot ini-
tiatives faced voters this November 
from around the country signaling a 
new era of grassroots pressure to cre-
ate more livable communities and to 
have government become a better part-
ner in that effort. I would note that an 
overwhelming majority of those initia-
tives passed. 

For some it is too easy to discount 
the Federal role, citing local control, 
fear of regulation or simply misreading 
history. The fact is the Federal Gov-
ernment has been a partner with local 
government and the private sector in 
shaping the landscape and building 
communities since the Federal Govern-
ment first started taking land away 
from the native Americans, who were 
largely hunters and gatherers, and 
gave it to European farmers, who cut 
and burned the forests for farms. 

Now that President Clinton and Vice 
President GORE have made Livable 
Communities a priority, raising new 
levels of interest, it is more important 
than ever that the problems of dysfunc-
tional communities be addressed by we 
in Congress. 

This movement brings together com-
munities, large and small, rural and 
urban, inner city and suburb. This Con-
gress has an historic opportunity to 
rise above partisanship and business as 
usual to work together to improve the 
quality of life of all Americans. 

These proposals will not end up cost-
ing great sums of money; indeed, by 
and large, they will save money and 
create wealth. They are not going to 
put people at risk. They will indeed 
strengthen the lives of our commu-
nities and enrich them. 

It does not require picking winners 
and losers. Livable Communities do not 
discriminate against one another, they 
reach out to include people. There is 
something in it for everyone. 

During the work of the last Congress, 
on the ISTEA reauthorization to create 
T–21, I used a scriptural reference 
found in Isaiah, 58:12. If anything, it is 
more applicable for the Livable Com-
munities initiative. 

Those from among you shall build the old 
waste places; you shall rise up the founda-
tions of many generations; and you shall be 
called the Repairer of the Breach, the Re-
storer of Streets to Dwell In. 

In the weeks ahead, I will be sug-
gesting simple, inexpensive steps that 
we can all take to make our commu-
nities safe, economically secure and 
healthy; from not having our commu-
nities held hostage to the whims of bil-
lionaire sports franchise owners, to 
making the Post Office obey local land 
use, planning and zoning codes and 
work with local communities before 
they make decisions that have the po-
tential of tearing the heart out of his-
toric small town America; to reforming 
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